
* Past continuous
*k Past continuous vs. past simple when and while
;ff Vocabulary: get

E Read the texts. What do you think
each person invented? Choose
from the objects in Exercise la.

Listen to the complete
stories and check your answers.

2

3

4

Listen again and answer the questions.

What happened when Thomas put a piece of
rubber in his mouth?

What did James Henry Atkinson do with his idea?

Who bought Josephine Cochran's invention fi rst?

Why did the Dutchman get impatient?

3 Read and tisten
tr Match the words in the

box with the pictures.
Write 1-8 in the boxes.

1 chewing gum
2 remote contro[
3 rolter skates
4 diesel engine
5 mouse trap
6 cooker
7 dishwasher
8 windscreen wipers

In 1903, MaryAnderson and a friend
were driving to New York. lt was
raining heavily and they had to open
the windows of their car and put their
heads out to see better. Suddenly
Mary had an idea.

In 1869, Thomas Adams was trying
to produce rubber out of the juice he
got from Mexican sapodilla trees. He
wanted to produce toys, rain boots
and bicycle tyres. The experiment
didn't work. While he was thinking
about this, he took a piece of the
rubber he was working with and put
it in his mouth.

In 1897, British inventor James Henry
Atkinson was looking at the family's
supply of potatoes, which they keg in
a room under their house. He noticed
that mice had eaten some of the
potatoes so he invented sotn€ilirg
that he called'Little Nippef b sbp
them.

In 1886, Josephine Gocfra rc
standing in her kibfrcn h nir'
USA. The family ltndt rc - 'l' 
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In the erlf ycns of fte eighteenth
century h tr nine of tfte summel
il ulqiln lftfma was looking
d ap dfu Jrttt cilals in Holland.
]brcfrli[td he often
ffitghtuen canals on
b rEs.D rhbr. He got a little
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t-trff dfurwinter!'
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G Gnamman
th Past continuous

tr Look at the examples.

Mory Anderson and o friend were driving to New York ... Josephine Cochran was standing in her kitchen.

Turn to

Work in groups. One of you is
a famous person. The others
ask questions to find out what
he,/she was doing at a certain
t ime in the past. The'star '
invents the answers.

Q: What were you doing lost
Sunday ot 7 pm?

A: Oh, lwas on a plone. lwos
flying from ... to ...

Q: Who was with you?

A: My secretary and some reporters.

Q: What were you doing during
the flight?

A: I was talking to the reporters.
And I was writint some emoils.

Q: Were you ...?

tr Underline other examples of the past continuous in the texts on page 12.
Then read the rule and complete the table.

RU[E: Use the past continuous to talk about actions in progress at a certain time in the past.

tr Yesterday Tom's maths teacher was [ate. What
were the students doing when she got to the class?
Complete the sentences with the past continuous
form of the verbs in the box.

write de sit play dream

I Lucy was daing a handstand.

2 Daniel and Sophie . _ ______- table tennis.

3 Samuet on the teacher's desk.

4 Ken _____.---_ a text message.

5 Lisa _. about a day on the beach.
€ Pnonunciation

page 110.
of the verbs. ^-.
I A: What weLe--y.au. dpins gou/do)when I saw you yeste rdafl (El Spgalt-

B: | _--"----- (wait) for my sister. She -" -- (bry) something
in a shop.

A: Who (you,ztatk)to when I phoned you?
B: lt was my brother. He _ ___ (tett) me about a film he saw on TV.

A: (his parents,/[ive) in England when he was born?
B: No, they (live) in Paris. His father (work)

as an architect.

A: (you/watch) TV when I called last night?
B: No, I wasn't. I _ _.-__--__--. (read) a magazine.

A: Who (you/have) lunch with when I saw you yesterdafl
B: With Jane. She's a friend of mine. We ___-..-_ (talk) about you!

A: (you/play) tennis yesterday afternoon?
B: No, | ._ ____(not/ptay)tennis, | __-__.- ____ (do) my homework.

A: What (they/ wear) for school yesterday? Their school
uniform?

B: No, they (not,/wear)their schoo[ uniform, they
(wear) jeans and T-shirts.

tr Complete the sentences. Use the past continuous form

UNIT I



G tisten
tr Read the beginning of a science fiction

story and answer the questions.

I Who or what was in the spaceships?

2 What do you think happened after the
spaceship landed?

3 What do you think happened after Olivia

finished writing her story?

Listen to the rest of the story.
Check your ideas from Exercise 5a.

$ i lhqo*y - f  c * r tu
obuy CorEi. nnt [G d prdE

were linig m ttp ffld d ftEt
wqsnterndrWfuryun
so the M of n|lt ser* fu

spoceships fro fu rut re oha ttE

Eqrth. As they Here gttrq rcor ttn

Eqrth, four of the spoceshp cnuft

fire. 0nty one of them got to the

Eqrth qnd lqnded safely.

ln it was....

'* when and while

n Look at these sentences from the
story. Then complete the rule.

Olivio was writing the last sentence of
her story, when suddenly she heard a
noise behind her.

While he was smiling, he got a shock,

BULE: We often use when with
the past and while with
the past

tr Look at the sentences from the story. Complete them
with the correct form of the verbs.

I While he w-ss wa-rkin* (work) on his plan, his brain
machine -. (check) peopte's brains to find out
what they (think).

2 Every now and then, Q5 . -.-.. (took) at the huge
screen. Everything (So) we[[. Al[ the human
brains (think) of other things. and none of
them -- (know) about his terrible plans.

3 When Olivia (took) at the neighbour. she

-- (see) that he (hotd) something in'
his hand. lt looked like a mobile phone.

tr Complete the sentences. Put one
of the verbs into the past simple,
and one into the past continuous.

1 | ws.s- writin* (write) an email.
The phon e .-.t-ao7"- (ring).

2 Harry .- (run)to schoo[.
He .-.-..... (fatt) and hurt his [eg.

3 Alex and Sue (pt.y)
tennis. Lucy (arrive).

4 Antonio -. (have)
breakfast. He -- (have)
a qreat idea.

Join the sentences in Exercise 6e in
tno different ways. Use when and
while-

, ̂ 6 *r;:nE on email when the
We rce7.

wl* ' *cs *'riting an email, the
r€€'348.

E

E u N r r r

tr What do you think happened in the end?

GnammaF
* Past continuous vs. past simple

Look at this sentence from the story. Underline the
past continuous verb and Gilib the past simple verb.

As they were getting neor the Earth, four of the spaceships
caught fire.

E Look at the diagram. Which sentence tells us the
background action? Which sentence tells us what
happened at one moment? Comptete the rule.

As they were getting neor the Earth

four of the spaceships caught fire.

RULE: Use the ------.-. for a background action
or descript ion.
Use the -,""----- for an action that happened at
one particutar moment.


